
July 31, 2020 
 

 

 

 

Michael Durnil 
Volunteer Consultant 
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Professional History   
• E.W. Scripps Company 
• Simon Youth Foundation 
• GLAAD 
• Roosevelt University  

 
Education   
• Ph.D., Educational Leadership, 

Loyola University 
• M.S., Educational Administration 

& Foundations, Illinois State 
University 

• B.S., Biological Sciences, Illinois 
State University 

 
Certification 
• Post-Doctoral Certificate, Institute 

for Educational Management, 
Harvard University 

 
 

 

Michael is an accomplished executive leader with over 25 years of 
experience charting operations across nonprofit, educational, and 
media-based organizations.  Most recently, Michael was the 
Executive Director of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, the 
longest-running American academic competition.  In that role, 
Michael led the development of a strategic plan for refining the 
Bee’s brand and increasing the scalability and sustainability of an 
organization that engages 11+ million school-age children, 25,000 
schools, and 250 partner organizations. 
 
Prior to Scripps, Michael spent over a decade as the President & 
CEO of the Simon Youth Foundation, which is dedicated to creating 
community economic support through high school drop-out 
prevention programs and post-secondary scholarships.  He led that 
organization from infancy to a fully operational foundation and 
increased operational revenue by 45% and expanded 
programmatic services by 30%.   
 
Michael also has served in senior leadership roles with GLAAD and 
Roosevelt University.  
 
Michael is a fellow with The American Council on Education and is 
active with Cincinnati Music Theater.  
 
OneSource Experience 
As a new volunteer, Michael looks forward to being part of board 
development and strategic planning projects and assisting with 
leadership development training. 
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